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The Kurds as sn armed force do not pose = threat to the present
governrents of Iran and lreq, The Kurds are poorly egquipped, poorly
organised, snd in the broad picture possess only harassment potential.
in the event of the collapse of the povernments in Tebersn snd Sachdac
the Eurds have the potentisl to take control of their respective area:.
$milerly, if the Irsnien snd Iraqi armies sre enra-ed in non-'urdish
aress to the point of withdrswing substantisl numbers of troops from
northern gsrrisons, the Euris would eacounter little oppositior to
seperstist activitiess The Mahabed Hepublic was formed == with Joviet
Support -~ at a time when Iren found itself unsble to direct Xuriish
politicel activitics. Sheuld circumastences permit, the Soviet 'nicn
is probably ready once &:-ain to extend sctive support to s Kurdish
independence movement. The damrer lies not in a purely Kurdis: effort,
but in 8 Kurdish nationelist mcvement supported by the Soviet Union.

Iran, like Turkey, is probahly more concerned with Kurdish
netionslism than it is willin: to sdmit. Irsn's SAVAX orranizetion
is closely cbserving Kurdish setivities to detect andt snuff out
indepenience sctivities, Kurdish leaders fleeing from irsq ha:-e been
welcomed in Iran with the aim of collectins prominent Kurds, isclatinc
them, and thus putting to an epd Kurdish nationalistic scitation ror
an independent Kurdisten. / mere lenient Xurdish policy in Ireq has
slowed the flicht of refurecs into Iran and meny of the refugees have
returned, althouh a nunber of leaders remain in Irsn., Irsn ilg,
however, reluctent to permit the overt mirration of the well orrenized
Ireql section of the iierki tribe into traditional rraosing greur io
northwest of Rewsieh, Psrti Demckrst Kurd sritators fror Iraq ere
seld to ve active in border aress of irsnian Kuriistes, end sore move-
ment of “ranisn Kuris into irsq is permitted with the hope of securing
information on activity smon- Iraqli Kurds. A4Althourh there is ro
indicstion that irsn is stirring up trouble in Iraqgi Eurdisten, !‘ranisn
Kuris are cepeble of creatiny disturbances in irsq it urred to do so
by their soverrment.

The lsck of a commom leadership is a stumbling block to an
effective separstist stete, lNo Kurdish lesder hass ever had the statura
te compand & universel rollowins scrcss Xurdistan, Feetlngs of lurdish
lesders have been reported and it is evident thst the Soviets are sctive
in Zurdisten, but & firm picture of alignments i3 not availsble. The
Burds of Irsn dislike tha central rovernment but many recsll the
performance of the Joviet Unionm zurinr the days of the Mshahad epuhlicy
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most Kurdigh lesders in Iraq do not support the Gsssim rovernsent sns
8t the ssme time distrust the Soviet Unmdon, A nusber of Kurdigh
leeders mi ht jJoin and initially cooperate with s Soviet-suppcrtad
independence rovement if tangible evidence of Joviet socod faith were
forthcoming, How lony independent leaders would continue to tack s
centrally controlled effort is & matter of speculstion. Soviet suppert
and direction could be a unifying feotor ameng the Kurds, but this
ssme cutside direction could oreste comditions intolerable to furdish
lesders who joined sn independence rovement to escepe none-Kursish
auﬂlmtyn

Malls Mustafe Parsani, slthoush not well liked personslly, is
apparently active in Xurdigh affsirs st the present time. He is
reportedly in contact with meny Kurdish lesders and his name has been
linked with clandestine free Kurdistsn movements in Iran and Turkey.
His loyslty tc csuses other than his cwn political sdvoncement is
doubtful, He hes apparently hed ¢ifferences with the “ommmunist Party
of Iraq, but has probably meintsined his comtsct with the 3oviet Union.
His uneagy relationship with the rovernment of Irag would prohably
disintegrate if Arab nationalist pressures ocn Kurdish sreas are
incressed. It is reportod thet should Gessim fsll, Berzeni will bresx
with the covermment of Iraeg. His rels tionghip with other Kurds is
gimilarly unessy =~ even a portion of the Bsrgani tribe is ant: “ulls
Mugtafa « 2nd to stey politicelly slive he will probehly continue to
espouse Kurdish independence and to avail himself of the orrenisationsl
sdvantspes of a close relstlonship with the Soviet Union. Reports
of air delivery of Soviet srms to Iraqi Kurdisten snd of the distribu-
tion of 3oviet arms to Hurdish tribeswen mey indicate that Mulls Mustafs
is belng used to in;pet Joviet influemce into and independence movement.
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